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YIICA San Diego centennial OrgWatch
gala raises $110,000
OrgWatch
By Pritish Behuria

In 2OO8, the YWCA of Sa¡r
Diego County, which has sup-
ported locai women, children
and families with social serv-
ices, is celebrating its centen-
nial birthday.

With that in mind, a cen-
tennial gala was held for the
organization at the home of
philanthropist and communi-
ty volunteer Joan Waitt on
May 3. The event was attend-
ed by more than 3oO commu-
nþ leaders, volunteers and
concerned patrons and râised
$11o,ooo toward women and
children affected by domestic
violence.

The gala included a silent
auction, cocktails, dinner,
dancing and a VIP reception.
At the event, the organiza-
tion's Chief Executive Officer
Casey Gwinn talked about
plans to renovate the historic
dowltos'n YWCA builcling
brtilt in 1926 and the expan-

sion of the YWCÄs Becky's
House programs. Gwinn also
said the organization would
host the San Diego Family
Justice Center under the
YWCA of San Diego County
umbrella in order to create a
strong collaboration amongst
other non-profit service
providers in San Diego coun-
ties.

Gwinn unveiled the new
vision of the YWCA of San
Diego County. It was a sneak
peek to of the plans to reno-
vate the historic downtown
YWC,A. building built in 1926
and the expansion of the
YWCAs nationaJly recognized
Becþ's House programs.

Additionally, he also elabo-
rated on hosting the San
Diego Famiþ Justice Center
under the YWCA of San Diego
County umbrella, to create a
new; stronger collaborative
among other non-profit serv-
ice providers working with
women, children and families
in need right here in San
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Diego County. This vision will
provide a permanent location
for the Center as well.

W'omen's Foundation awa¡ds
San Diego Women's

dollars, effort and energy to
sustain us into the next decade
and beyond. It is truly hum-
bling and awe-inspiring to be
a part of this d¡mamic opera-
tion."

260 members who contribute The proceeds from the
$2,ooo each year for a mirri- event will benefit the center,s
mum of up-to five years. This vit¿l services and qualþ pro-
has resulted in over g1.54 mil- grams for people wittr ¿iså¡il-
lion worth of grants to 4,5 ities.
nonprofit community part- Wines will include selec_

support &Tgine Ba,r, Bread on Ma,rket,nerable Wine Vaglt and Big6o, Cítycompris Arc Angels ¿¡fl ![ri¡drniliLogan Fam¡.
"Brighter Futures Youth
Collaborative"; g52,OOO for Child¡en,s Mruer¡m pa¡k

llrg The opening of rheKids Children's 
- Museum park.

City located on Island Avenué
Volunteer Service Activities"; across from the new Children,s
$26,000 for Tbriq Khamisa Museum, will be held at 2:OOFoundation's "Peace
Empowerment Project
Middle School Leaders and
Peacebuilders'l and gSo,OOo
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Fire victims get more
time for scholarshiPs

The San Diego Foundation has ex;
tendeil the application deadline for
scholarships for students victimized by
Octobet's wildfres.

H'rgþ school seniors, college students
ot vocational students who lost their
homes or source of incdme during the
firestqrms now have until June 30 to
apply for college aid. The average
amount awarded is $3,500.

The foundation has distributed

to the city May 17 to present scholar-
ships to 16 reciPients.

Students can download an application
for After-the-Fires scholarships at
www.sdfoundation.org, or call (619)

23t2300 lor more information' -A'c.
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Sara'Wìlensþ Napoli has left The San

Diego Foundation and sta¡ts this month æ presi-

dent of the local offìce of Astone, a full-service ad

and PR agency. .Astone is the agency that created

the "Endow You¡ Passion' campaign for the foun-
dations Endow San Diego inidative. Taking
Na.polit slot as v.p. of marketing and communica-
tions at the foundation is Anna-Ma¡ie Rooney,

who has worked there a year.


